ABERNETHY HIGHLAND GAMES 9AUGUST 2008 REPORT

The grey skies and drizzle, which caused concern in the morning, gave way to blue skies
and sunshine after the opening parade. Games Chieftain Stuart Black, who confidently
addressed the crowd in shirt sleeves, declared that it would not rain in the afternoon, and
being a farmer, he knows about these things. True to form, he was right, and nearly 3000
spectators, blessed with a sunny sky, were treated to an excellent day of excitement,
colour, music and action on the field.

Paid admissions were just short of last year’s numbers, but the quality of the competition
and the enthusiasm of the spectators more than compensated.

The popular morning programme of children’s fun events continues to go from strength
to strength, and attracted a large and vocal crowd of all ages; the wheelbarrow race was
particularly popular, contributing to the happy atmosphere of the rather grey and drizzly
morning.

Taking part in a special demonstration event in the morning was a group of young junior
heavies from Lochaber, giving spectators a taste of the competitors of the future.

Such was the standard of their display, two of the youngsters stayed on to compete.

The stirring opening parade saw the massed pipes and drums of seven bands march on to
the field followed by the members of the Clan Grant Society led by their chairman, Sir
Archibald Grant, and the Chief of Grant, Lord Strathspey. Over 150 bandsmen took part
including two bands from abroad, the Somme Battlefield Pipe Band from France, and
The Waratah & Thistle Pipes and Drums from Australia, who made many new friends on
the day.

The crowd were treated to a spectacular display three more times during the afternoon, as
well as a special morning performance by the visiting Australians.

Bill Blacklaw judged the local Badenoch and Strathspey Pipe Band as the winner in the
Pipe band competition, awarding them the Pipe Band Challenge Shield.

The track & field competitors who braved the early morning rain were rewarded with
perfect conditions on a sunny and dry afternoon. Sixty-two competitors took part in the
events, and although overall numbers were slightly down on last year, the junior and
senior heavy competitor numbers were up.

The Heavy events provided wonderful entertainment, with stiff competition and some
great performances, particularly from Alistair Gunn, who scooped the Scottish Senior
Heavyweight Championship with Sinclair Patience in second and Marc Morin in third
place. Alistair also won the Open heavy event with Sinclair Patience second and David
Hart third.

The local heavy events were won by Brian Harrold of Nethy Bridge and Ian Thomson
from Tomintoul took second place. The Scottish Junior Heavyweight Championship was
won by Dale Walker with Greg Walker in second place and Rory Purvis in third place.
Seven senior and seven junior competitors competed in the games.

In the RSPB Abernethy Forest 10 Mile Race a good field of 89 runners participated,
running in good conditions, dry, bright, but cool enough. First home was Ross Houston of
Central AC in 55.14 and first lady home was Jacqui Higginbottom of Carnethy in 68.15.
In the Team competition Moray RR came in at 4 hr 16 min 23 sec.



Dancing numbers are reversing the previous downward trend and again the entry was
well up on last year, with 100 dancers competing. Dancers came from as far afield as
John o’ Groats and London, Edinburgh and Islay to take part in what is re-establishing
itself as a “must do” event on the circuit. There were also competitors from USA and
Australia.

On the Dancing stages, Amber Donaldson from Kirriemuir was best overall beginner
taking the AHG Highland Dancing Trophy, whilst the Jessie Watt Scroll for best overall
novice went to Lynne Atkins from Dunblane. Best intermediate was Carmen Watt taking
the GD Gray Silver Salver, and the Culreach Cup, for best local over 12 went to Nicola
Lowdon.

Stars of the show, in the Premier Class, both Robyn Hart-Winks from Kirriemuir, and
Anthea Bundy from Grangemouth, made a clean sweep of all 6 dances in their respective
age classes, sharing the Abernethy Games Trophy (for Highland dances) in a two way tie,
and the Clan Grant Society Cup (National dances) in a four way tie with Melissa Fife and
Laura Smith. Best overseas competitor, Colleen McGregor followed her successes of the
last 4 years by winning the 16 yrs Premier Class.

While the turnout for the senior piping events was marginally down this year, the junior
events were again popular. An enthusiastic line up of 123 talented pipers produced a
high standard of playing and keen competition. The judges were unanimous in their
praise for the high standards achieved in both the junior and senior competitions. Local
and Junior events judge, Jim Hamilton once again gave every competitor advice and
encouragement and was particularly impressed this year by the playing of Charlie
MacDonald of Inverness. In the senior events Judges Duncan Watson and Sandy Spence
highly commended the playing of Niall Matheson of Inverness.

In a new turn for the games, the junior solo drumming competition entry was
encouraging. Judge John Moneagle of Kingussie commended both the competitors for
their performances and the Abernethy Highland Games for creating the new event at the
instigation of one young drummer, and for which a cup has now been presented.

Chairman of Abernethy Highland Games Association Neil Sutherland commented after
the Games “Once again the weather came up trumps for the “friendly Games”. I’ve had
some very positive feedback from competitors and spectators alike, who commented on
the welcoming and happy atmosphere. We are grateful to the youngsters of Lochaber for
taking the time to demonstrate their skills, and hope this will encourage our local
youngsters to think about getting involved in the sport. The Australian bandsmen
thoroughly enjoyed their day and we are particularly grateful to them, and the Somme
Battlefield Pipe Band for contributing to the atmosphere and success of the Games. This
success was achieved thanks to the hard work of a great number of volunteers, local
businesses and organisations from the community of Nethybridge and surrounding area.”



ABERNETHY HIGHLAND GAMES 9 AUGUST 2008
RESULTS:

Highland Dancing:
Judges were Lesley Anderson and Ann Stirton, both from Dundee. Pipers: Ian Fraser of
Grantown, Fiona Davidson from Dufftown and Richard Anderson from Lossiemouth.

Primary 4 yrs: Pas de Basque: Melissa Mack. Pas de Basque & H/Cuts: Melissa Mack

Primary 5 yrs: Pas de Basque: Sophie Baker. Pas de Basque and H/Cuts: Sophie Baker.
Highland Fling: Ellie Fraser. Swords: Ellie Fraser

Primary 6 yrs: Pas de Basque: Logan Simpson. Pas de Basque and H/Cuts: Logan
Simpson Highland Fling: Logan Simpson. Swords: Logan Simpson.

Beginners 8yrs & under: Highland Fling: Amber Donaldson. Swords: Amber
Donaldson. Seann Truibhas: Amber Donaldson. Reel: Bena Runcie.

Flora MacDonald’s Fancy: Amber Donaldson. Scottish Lilt: Amber Donaldson.
Class Winner: Amber Donaldson, Kirriemuir. Nicola Grant School

Beginners 9yrs & over: Highland Fling: Abbie Dallas. Swords: Abbie Dallas. Seann
Truibhas: Abbie Dallas. Reel of Tulloch: Abbie Dallas. Flora MacDonald’s Fancy: Chloe
Ross. Scottish Lilt: Katie Dunnett.

Class Winner: Abbie Dallas, Daviot. Elizabeth Fraser School

Best Overall Beginner (AHG Highland Dancing Trophy) Amber Donaldson

Novice 13 yrs & under: Highland Fling: Lynne Atkins. Swords: Lynne Atkins. Seann
Truibhas: Gemma Johnston. Reel of Tulloch: Lynne Atkins. Flora Mac Donald’s Fancy:
Lynne Atkins. Scottish Lilt: Elisha Scobie

Class Winner; Lynne Atkins, Dunblane. Dawn Fraser School

Best Overall Novice (Jessie Watt Scroll): Lynne Atkins

Intermediate 13 yrs & under: Highland Fling: Sarah Malhan. Swords: Carmen Watt.
Seann Truibhas: Carmen Watt. Highland Laddie: Sarah Malhan. Irish Jig: Carmen Watt.
Sailor’s Hornpipe: Carmen Watt.

Best Overall Intermediate (GD Gray Silver Salver): Carmen Watt, Rosehearty.
Burnett School.

Premier 10 yrs & under: Highland Fling: Isabella Neish. Swords: Melissa Fife. Seann
Truibhas: Melissa Fife. Highland Laddie: Melissa Fife. Irish Jig: Melissa Fife. Sailor’s
Hornpipe: Melissa Fife.

Class Winner: Melissa Fife, Kirkhill. Elizabeth Fraser School



Premier 12yrs and under: Highland Fling: Sinead Scobie. Swords: Holly Milne. Seann
Truibhas: Holly Milne. Highland Laddie: Sinead Scobie. Irish Jig: Becky Dempster.
Sailor’s Hornpipe: Becky Dempster.

Class Winner: Becky Dempster, Huntly. Jessiman School

Premier 13 yrs : Highland Fling: Anthea Bundy. Swords: Anthea Bundy . Seann
Truibhas: Anthea Bundy . Highland Laddie: Anthea Bundy . Irish Jig: Anthea Bundy .
Sailor’s Hornpipe: Anthea Bundy .

Class winner: Anthea Bundy, Grangemouth. Delma Wilson School.

Premier: 14 yrs : Highland Fling: Robyn Hart-Winks . Swords: Seann Truibhas: Robyn
Hart-Winks. Highland Laddie: Robyn Hart-Winks. Irish Jig: Robyn Hart-Winks. Sailor’s
Hornpipe: Robyn Hart-Winks.

Class Winner: Robyn Hart-Winks, Kirriemuir. Nicola Grant School

Premier: 16 yrs: Highland Fling: Shayliesh Emmett from Australia. Swords: Colleen
McGregor. Seann Truibhas: Colleen McGregor. Highland Laddie: Amanda Robertson.
Irish Jig: Colleen McGregor.

Sailor’s Hornpipe: Colleen McGregor

Class Winner : Colleen McGregor, Canada. McGregor School

Premier: Adults Highland Fling: Ailsa McKeon. Swords: Jocelyn Case of USA Seann
Truibhas: Jocelyn Case Highland Laddie: Laura Smith. Irish Jig: Laura Smith. Sailor’s
Hornpipe: Laura Smith

Class Winner: Laura Smith, Cairnie. Brenda Gordon School

Best Overall Premier, Highland (Abernethy Games Trophy): tied — Robyn Hart-
Winks, Anthea Bundy

Best Overall Premier, National (Clan Grant Society Cup): 4 way tie — Robyn Hart-
Winks, Anthea Bundy, Melissa Fife, Laura Smith.

Best Premier, Overall (Elsie Ross Trophy): (joint) Robyn Hart-Winks, Anthea Bundy
Best Local 11 yrs & under (Kimberley Trophy): no award

Best Local 12 yrs & over (Culreach Challenge Cup): Nicola Lowdon

Best Overseas Competitor (James Philpot Trophy): Colleen MacGregor

Most Successful Dancing School (Spey Vale Challenge Trophy): Elizabeth Fraser
School

PIPING RESULTS:

Event 1 Chanter 12 years & under March, any choice
1 Rhona Convery Kingussie

2 Katherine Jack  Nethy Bridge

3 Finlay Watson  Glasgow

4 Rhona Convery Kingussie

LOCAL EVENTS



Event2 14 years & under, March, any choice

1 Scott Hay Kincraig

2 Jordan Neil Aviemore

3. Scott Duncan Newtonmore
4. Neil Convery Kingussie

Event3 15to 18 years March, any choice competing for the Bank of
Scotland Trophy

1 Graham Wallace Nairn

2 Euan Convery  Kingussie

3 Kayleigh Millward Nethy Bridge
4 Ewan Duncan Newtonmore

Event 4 March, Strathspey & Reel competing for the McGillivary Cup

1 Graham Wallace Nairn

2 Ewan Duncan Newtonmore
3 Scott Hay Kincraig

4 Jordan Neil Aviemore

SENIOR OPEN
Event5 Pibroch choice of three  competing for the Lord Strathspey Cup

1 Niall Matheson Inverness

2 Duncan Grant

3 John Angus Smith

4 Liz Cherry Pensylvania, USA
5 Hamish Munro Lhanbryde

Event 6 March, choice of three

1 Niall Matheson Inverness

2 Liz Cherry Pensylvania, USA
3 Duncan Grant

4 John Angus Smith

Event 7 Strathspey & Reel competing for the Banks Bros Centenary Cup
1 Niall Matheson Inverness

2 Liz Cherry Pensylvania, USA

3 Duncan Grant

4 Hamish Munro Lhanbryde

Event 8 Jig competing for the Ibbertson Trophy



1 Niall Matheson Inverness

2 Duncan Grant

3 Hamish Munro Lhanbryde

4 Liz Cherry Pensylvania, USA

JUNIOR OPEN
Event9 March (four-part) under 18 years

1 Charlie MacDonald Inverness
2 Graham Wallace Nairn

3 Euan Convery Kingussie

4 Jordan Neil Aviemore

Event 10 Strathspey & Reel under 18 years competing for the George
Trophy

Graham Wallace Nairn
Charlie MacDonald Inverness
Euan Convery Kingussie
Christie Jack Aviemore

ArOWON-

Event 11 Jig under 18 years

1 Charlie MacDonald Inverness
2 Graham Wallace Nairn

3 Danny Hutcheson Fraserburgh

The Gordon Cup awarded to the competitor who accumulates most points in
the open piping

Winner Niall Matheson Inverness

The David Grant Blyth Cup awarded to the most promising piper under 18
years of age

Winner Charlie MacDonald Inverness

Solo Junior Drumming Competition March 2/4 or 4/4 competitor's choice
competing for the Abernethy Highland Games Junior Solo Drumming Cup

1 Cameron McClure Aviemore, Badenoch & Strathspey Pipe Band

2 Stephanie Skinner Fortrose Beauly Firth & Glass Pipe Band

3 Steph Greenlees Dufftown Dufftown & District Pipe Band

4 Fergus Watson Glasgow The Glasgow Academy Pipe Band

Solo Junior Drumming Competition Judge's Prize for Tenor Drum



Cl

RSPB Abernethy Forest 10 mile Road Race:

aire Paul New South Wales, Australia Waratah & Thistle Pipes & Drums

First overall: Ross Houston, Central AC 55.14.

First Lady: Jacqui Higginbottom (vet) Carnethy 68.15

First Local: Simon Garland Moray RR 61.26

First Local Lady: Penny Lawson, Cairngorm Triathletes (vet) 73.01

First Veteran: Douglas Ross 59.34
Team winner: Moray RR 4.16.23
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45. Ally Cross M 82:24

46. Lorna Fraser Nairn RR FV 82:34
47. Frederique Brown FV 82:35
48. Avril Fraser Cairngorm Runners FV 82:35
49. Nancy Goodnight FV 82:44
50. Katy Boocock Cosmic Hill Bashers FV 83:13
51. Dick Wall Hunters Bog Trotters MV 83:22
52. Tracy Willies Cairngorm Runners FV 84:06
53. Dawn Watt FV 85:50
54. Martin Houston MV 85:50
55. Kenneth MaclLeod Nairn RR MV 86:08
56. Mario Finnert SV Linda MV 86:21
57. Sandy McDonald Forres Harriers MV 88:40
58. Alistair Stewart Nairn RR MV 89:27
59. Gordon McGovern MV 90:03
60. Louise Sutherland FV 90:28
61. Aileen Kelly FV 90:47
62. Rachel Blyth FV 90:47
63. Eddie Froude Nairn RR MV 91:06
64. Malcolm McKenzie M 91:35
65. Alison Johnson Hunters Bog Trotters FV 92:14
66. Amanda Strang Moray RR FVv 92:31
67. Ruth Martin FV 93:17
68. Carol Stewart Nairn RR FV 96:04
69. Alice Baily FV 98:15
70. Dawn Cranston Cairngorm Runners FV 99:15
71 .Linda Taylor Nairn RR FV 99:48
72. Elaine Webster FV 101:31
73. Sarah Buchart F 102:10
74. Graeme McAllister M 102:10
75. Pauline Mitchell Cairngorm Runners FV 102:17
76. A Bruce FV 102:23
77. Julia Hay FV 103:37
78. Fiona Kelman Nairn RR FV 103:38
79. Jenny Saunders Nairn RR F 103:38
80. Catherine Duncan FV 103:41
81. Marilyn Hemmingway Cairngorm Runners FV 104:51
82. Lisa Lawson Cairngorm Runners FV 104:51
83. Wendy Grigor Cairngorm Runners FV 106:13
84. Linda Wall FV 110:59
85. Melissa Wall Cairngorm Runners FV 111:22
86. Catherine Harris Cairngorm Runners FV 115:01
87. Natalie Aird Cairngorm Runners FV 116:58
88. Martyn Hollingworth Cairngorm Runners MV 116:58

Team Moray RR 4.20.21

Track & Field Events:

The track and field events were judged by Mrs Marian Allan, Mrs Lesley Bethune, Mr
Ian Tasker, Steve Murdoch, Denis Shepherd, Mrs Margaret Cooke, and Mr George
Bethune

The Heavy competition was ably run by Mr Kenny MacDonald with Mrs Elspeth Allan,
Mr Neil Allan, Mr Jimmy Lawther, Miss Sheila Grant, and Mr Mike Archibald



Event No 1 Local Heavies (shot putt)
1. BHarrold 8.68
2. IThomson 6.47

Event No 2 Local Heavies (281b weight for distance)
1. BHarrold 12.78
2. IThomson 10.89

Event No 3 Local Heavies (Scots hammer)
1. BHarrold 25.94
2. IThomson 19.92

Event No 4 Local Heavies (weight for height)
1. BHarrold 11’3
2. IThomson 10’3

Event No 5 Local heavies (caber)
1. BHarrold 12.02”
2. IThomson 80~

Event No 6 Junior heavy (shot putt)

1. G walker 11.07
2. D Walker 10.37
3. M Bisland 7.86
4. R Purvis 7.42

Event No 7 Open Heavy (shot putt)
1. S Patience 13.45
2. A Gunn 12.91
3. M Morin 12.04
4. D Hart 11.44
5. B Harrold 9.26

Event No 8 100yds under 13 boys

1. R Phimister 14.7
2. A Goodfellow 15.6
3. C Guest 15.8

Event No 9 100yds under 13 girls

1. R Cameron 14.7
2. K guest 15.6
3. R Brian 17.0

Event No 10 100yds under 15 boys
1. C Cameron 12.0
2. L Lyhal 13.9

Event No 11 100yds under 15 girls
1. C Mair 12.7



2. S Milligan 12.0

3. K guest 16.0
Event No 12 100yds under 17 boys

1. N Topps 11.8

2. C Cameron 12.0

3. M Bisland 12.3

Event No 13 100yds U17 girls
1. RLowe 14.4

Event No 14 100yds U20 Men
1. CCameron 12.2

Event No 15 100yds handicap Ladies
1. C Mair 12.9
2. Rlowe 14.3
3. SMilligan 14.5

Event No 16 High Jump (men handicap)

1. D Hart 1.75
2. P Connor 1.30
Event No 17 High Jump (ladies handicap)
1. C Mair 1.30
2. S Milligan 1.25
3. R Cameron 1.10

Event No 18 28lb weight for distance (junior)

1. D walker 20.55
2. G walker 20.03
3. R Purvis 15.58
4. M Bisland 15.49

Event No 19 28lb weight for distance (open heavies)
1. S Patience 20.50

2. A Gunn 20.40
3. M Moran 17.95
4. D Hart 15.42
5. S England 13.88

Event No 21 100yds (Men)

1. A Beaton 11.0
2. S Atkinson 12.7
3. P Connor 13.0

Event No 22 800m ladies handicap
1. CRoss 2.333
2. R Lowe 2.36.3



3. CRoss 2.36.7

Event No 23 800m mens handicap
1. S Atkinson 2.20.3
2. M Bisland 3.14.5
3. JRoddy 3.323

Event No 24 200m under 15 boys
1. C Cameron 27.7
2. L Lyall 39.9
3. R Phimister 34.0

Event No 25 200m under 15 girls

1. C Mair 30.1
2. CRoss 33.6
3. CRoss 34.2

Event No 26 Putting the shot (ladies)
1. C Mair 6.52
2. R Cameron 4.68
3. L Bethune 4.67

Event No 27 200m open ladies
1. C Mair 33.4
2. CCameron 36.3
3. S Milligan 37.4

Event No 28 200m junior men
1. N Topps 27.5
2. CCameron  31.2
3. M Bisland 39.1

Event No 29 200m Men
1. A Beaton 24.5
2. S Atkinson 27.5
3. P Connor 28.7

Event No 30 Scots hammer (junior)

1. D Walker 32.77
2. G Walker 32.13
3. M Bisland 23.93
4. R Purvis 21.88

Event No 31 Scots hammer open heavy

1. Alistair Gunn 37.10
2. S Patience 32.43
3. M Morin 31.49
4. D Hart 30.03
5. B Harrold 27.04



Event No 32 1,500mts under 15 boys
1. L Lyall 6.11.4

Event No 33 1,500m Men
1. S Atkinson 4.45.5
2. D Ross 5.33.8

3.
Event No 34 400m handicap ladies
1. R Lowe 67.7
2. CRoss 76.7
3. CRoss 83.2

Event No 35 400m handicap men
1. S Atkinson 62.9
2. P Connor 67.4
3. RMcLeanan 704

Event No 36 441b weight for distance junior heavy

1. D Walker 12°0
2. R Purvis 12°0
3. G walker 10°6
4. M Boland 10°0

Event No 37 56lb weight for distance open heavies

1. Alistair Gunn 13.00

2. S Patience 12.60

3. D Hart 12.00

4. M Moran 11.00

5. S England 10.30

Event No 38 Tossing the caber (junior)

1. G Walker 12.00
2. D walker 12.00

3. R Purvis 12.00
4. M Bisland 11.59

Event No 39 tossing the caber Open heavies
1. Alistair Gunn  11.59

2. S Patience 11.59
3. D Hart 8.23
4. M Moran 8.04
5. B Harrold 4.55

Event No 40 Tug o War (men)

1. Carrbridge
2. Nethy Bridge/Grantown on Spey






