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Abernethy Highland Games Association 
Report of the Trustees for the Year to 31st October 2019 

 

 

The Trustees present their Report together with the Financial Statements of Abernethy Highland 

Games Association (“AHGA”) for the year to 31st October 2019. 

  

 

 

Status             AHGA is a Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation                 

                                  Charity Registration number SC 042969 

                                                         

 

Principal Office       The Post Office, Nethy Bridge, Inverness-shire, PH25 3DA 

                                                    

 

Trustees                                                       
Douglas Burns 

David V Carrott (Games Secretary) 

David J Dean OBE 

Alexander J Donald (Treasurer) 

Keith Duncan 

Richard A Ellis 

Hamish Fraser 

Alan C Gordon 

Eric Hart1 

Eric S Ibbertson 

Ian G Kirk 

Rev James A I MacEwan 

J Alistair McCook MBE 

John A McCook 

J A (Sandy) McCook (Vice Chair) 
Ian G McLachlan 

Sally E Nowell 

Barbara A Paterson 

W Stuart Paterson 

Linda A Renton 

Ian T W Sloan 

The Lord Strathspey 

Neil S Sutherland (Chair) 
John Swinden 

 

 
1Eric Hart – resigned 5 July 2019 

 

Bankers   Bank of Scotland, Grantown on Spey, PH26 3HG 

                                  Virgin Money, Gosforth, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE3 4PL 

          

                                          

Independent Examiner   Malcolm J R McCreath, Ardavon Lodge, Nethy Bridge, PH25 3DR 

   



 2 

                                             

                                            

Abernethy Highland Games Association 
Report of the Trustees for the Year to 31st October 2019 (continued) 

 

 

CHARITABLE PURPOSES 
 
In terms of its Constitution, AHGA is established for charitable purposes only, and in particular: 

 

to advance public participation in sport by organising, promoting and running the annual 

Abernethy Highland Games in the village of Nethy Bridge; and 

to advance knowledge and understanding of the heritage and culture of Scotland through an 

appreciation of the history and tradition of the sporting and other activities at highland games; and  

to support by way of grant or otherwise any charity, organisation, activity or project which 

advances citizenship or community development within the Nethy Bridge and Vicinity Community 

Council area, in particular through the maintenance or improvement of the physical, social or 

economic infrastructure and amenity. 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP 
 
Membership of AHGA is open to anyone resident in the Badenoch and Strathspey area of the 

Highland Council who supports its Charitable Purposes. Currently there are 120 Members. 

 

 

ORGANISATION 
 
AHGA is managed by a Board of Trustees who are elected by Members at the Annual General 

Meeting to serve for one year, but are eligible for re-election. Further Trustees may be appointed 

by the Board at any time to serve until the next Annual General Meeting, at which time they are 

eligible for re-election. Trustees must be Members of AHGA. 

 
The Board has appointed office bearers to ensure the satisfactory running of AHGA and 

convenors, most of whom are also Trustees, to manage the various activities of the Games. The 

Board and convenors meet approximately monthly in the Nethy Bridge Community Centre. 

 

 

ACTIVITIES AND ACHIEVEMENTS 
 
Abernethy Highland Games this year were held on 10 August with Bill Lobban, Convener of The 

Highland Council, as the Chieftain of the Games for 2019. 

 

On the Thursday before Games Day, the Abernethy Games Committee were faced with the 

prospect of heavy rain and a waterlogged field. On top of this, two other games in the area, due 

for the same weekend, were cancelled leaving Abernethy the choice of cancelling the Games or 

taking what looked like a big risk in running them should conditions not improve. Miraculously, 

conditions did improve and the weather served up almost perfect conditions for the day. 

 

The public responded by turning up in droves, to be given a day of the best competition seen in 

many years, topped by the setting of a World record in the Weight for Height event of the Open 

Heavy contest. Final visitor numbers showed an increase of about 100 compared with 2018, with 

the final tally edging towards 4000. 
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Abernethy Highland Games Association 
Report of the Trustees for the Year to 31st October 2019 (continued) 

 

 

In the Heavy and Track and Field events, twenty-one heavies competed in four events. Four 

competitors fought it out in the local heavy events with Conan Quinn from Nethy Bridge taking 

overall first, Conan broke two games records with throws of 12.13m in the shot and fourteen foot 

six inches in the 44lb weight over the bar. 

The open heavy competition was won by Kyle Lillie followed by Colin Dunbar both from USA. 

Kyle broke a world record for the 56lb weight over the bar throwing an incredible seventeen foot 

six inches.  

There was a good field in the athletics competition with sixty entrants. The younger and senior 

age categories continue to be popular with both local athletic clubs and visitors on holiday.  There 

was also a significant number of entrants from overseas. 

 

In the Piping and Drumming competitions the Lord Strathspey Cup for pibroch went to Anna 

Kummerlow from Germany, and the Gordon Cup for the most points in the Senior Open piping 

competition to James Feeny from the USA. In the junior events the David Grant Blyth Cup for the 

most promising piper 17 years and under was won by Laura Robertson from Fort William. 

In the Drumming Competition, a new Trophy was presented by Alastair Dowling, a long time 

Drumming Judge and instructor whose support and teaching of young drummers has helped 

many in their piping careers. The inaugural winner of the Dowling Trophy was Hollie Chalmers of 

Turiff and District Pipe Band. Hollie won both the Open and Junior (13yrs and under) competitions. 

 

A well supported Pipe Band competition saw the Challenge Shield go to Portsoy Pipe Band for 

the second time, having won the Shield the year before.  

 

At the end of a busy but successful Games, perhaps the most rewarding sight was the number of 

people who had stayed on to watch the conclusion of the Heavy competition, giving their vocal 

support to the athletes as they completed the weight over the bar and caber events. The cheer 

that went up when the new World Record was set was a fitting reward to the Games Committee 

whose hard work and dedication had made this Abernethy Games a truly memorable one. 

 

 

FINANCIAL POSITION 
 
Incoming resources were £4,985 (2018: £4,036) from generated funds and £27,246 (2018: 

£25,937) from charitable activities. The corresponding expenditure was £1,127 and £21,926 

(2018: £938 and £24,131) inclusive of governance costs of £164 (2018: £210). The Junior Heavy 

initiative attracted additional competitors with travel contributions of £60 funded from the Youth 

Reserve (2018: £150). A donation of £500 was made from the restricted Community Reserve to 

the Nethy Bridge Bowling Club. The only expenditure of note for repairs and small items was the 

purchase of two mats for the high jump at a cost of £460. 

 

Net incoming resources for the year to 31st October 2019 were therefore £8,678 (2018: £4,904) 

and these have been appropriated to reserves as detailed in note 6 on page 8.  

 

The Board recommends to Members, for their approval at the AGM on 13th February 2020, that 

£1,500 should be allocated to the Community Reserve (2018: £1,500). No funds have been 

allocated to the Youth Reserve (2018: £250) and as the Board considers that the General Reserve 

is sufficient to meet the specified policy as detailed below the balance, £8,198, of the Net Incoming 

Resources have been transferred to the Replacement Reserve. Total Reserves at the year end 

are £82,130 (2018: £73,452).  
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Abernethy Highland Games Association 
Report of the Trustees for the Year to 31st October 2019 (continued) 

 

 

 

RESERVES  
 

The reserves policy is to maintain a General Reserve which will enable AHGA to withstand the 

financial effect of 2 to 3 years of adverse weather on Games Day: the Trustees consider that the 

current balance is in line with that policy. The Replacement Reserve is for investment in facilities 

and equipment: the aim is to build a reserve for the replacement of fixed assets (the games shed, 

marquees, tents, dancing boards, signage, tables, seating, athletic and other equipment) as 

required. The Youth Reserve is earmarked for initiatives to encourage youngsters in the Highland 

tradition of competing in Heavy Events. The Revaluation Reserve reflects the estimated value of 

AHGA’s cups and trophies. 
 

AHGA’s Constitution requires the Board to have regard to the over-riding objective of trying to 

ensure the successful running of the Abernethy Highland Games over the long term. Due account 

must therefore be taken of:  

the need to retain reserves sufficient to withstand financial risks such as suppressed visitor and 

other income for any reason, including due to bad weather; and 

the need for investment in facilities and equipment. 

If the Board considers that there are surplus funds after taking account of the above needs, it may 

(but is not obliged to) recommend to Members, for their approval at an AGM or Special Members’ 

Meeting, the allocation of funds to a reserve (to be called the “Community Reserve”) from which 

payment can be made only for any of the purposes set out in the third sub-paragraph of Charitable 

Purposes above. Only the Community Reserve can be used for such payments. Any amount in 

the Community Reserve would be regarded as restricted. 

 

Funds cannot be allocated to the Community Reserve without the approval of Members. 

Disbursement of funds from the Community Reserve is at the discretion of the Board. Formal 

application for funding must be made, in writing, in accordance with the procedure specified from 

time to time by the Board. During the past year the sum of £500 was donated to the Nethy Bridge 

Bowling Club as a contribution towards the renewal of the clubhouse roof. This donation had been 

approved by the Board on 13 September 2018. 

 

 

FINANCIAL CONTROLS 
 

The Trustees believe that AHGA has sound processes for handling cash on Games Day and for 

reporting income and expenditure.  
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Abernethy Highland Games Association 
Report of the Trustees for the Year to 31st October 2019 (continued) 

 

 

RISKS 
 

The Trustees have assessed the major risks to which AHGA is exposed. These relate to injury to 

anyone attending the Games and to weather-related financial losses. 

 

AHGA is required to obtain a Public Entertainment Licence, the terms of which specify the 

standards required for the running of the event by the Local Authority, Police and Fire Service. 

The current licence runs until April 2021. Third party insurance is provided by AHGA’s own 

insurance policy as well as cover through Scottish Athletics (SA). Athletic and Heavy Events are 

run by SA accredited officials who ensure that these events are conducted with a proper regard 

for the safety of competitors and the public. There is occasional police presence and a qualified 

and fully-equipped ambulance team is present throughout the day.  

 

The other principal risk is financial. Income is weather dependent and therefore uncertain: 

significant deficits are possible in adverse weather conditions. As explained above, the Trustees 

consider that it is necessary for AHGA to maintain a General Reserve sufficient to cover potential 

losses arising from 2 to 3 years of adverse weather conditions on Games Day. 

 

The Trustees have systems in place in order to learn from the experience of each Games Day so 

that the necessary steps can be taken to lessen potential organisational risks. 

 

APPRECIATIONS 
 

Organising and running the Games is very much a community activity. In Nethy Bridge we are 

most fortunate to have so many local residents, including Members, who volunteer to help in 

numerous ways and without whom the Games could not be the success that they are. We are 

also indebted to the many local organisations which provide sponsorship and assistance of 

various kinds.  

 

The Trustees wish to express their real appreciation for all this support and generosity.   

 

This report has been approved by the Board of Trustees and signed on its behalf by:  

 

 

 

 

 

Neil S Sutherland      

 

Chair 

 

16 January 2020 



Abernethy Highland Games Association
               Financial Statements for the year ended 31st October 2019

Statement of Financial Activities 2019 2019 2019 2018
Unrestricted Restricted Total Total

note £ £ £ £
Income from Charitable Activities

Other trading activities

Donations and sponsorship 944 944 700
Merchandise and raffle sales 3,661 3,661 3,086
Bank interest 380 380 250
Total generated funds 4,985 4,985 4,036

Charitable activities 2 27,246 27,246 25,937
Total income 32,231 32,231 29,973
Expenditure on Charitable Activities

Other trading activities

Cost of merchandise and raffle sales 1,127 1,127 938
Charitable activities 3 21,926 500 22,426 24,131
Total resources expended 23,053 500 23,553 25,069
Net incoming resources before transfer 9,178 -500 8,678 4,904
Transfer between funds* -1,500 1,500 0 0
Resources for appropriation 6 7,678 1,000 8,678 4,904
Funds brought forward 70,652 2,800 73,452 68,548
Funds carried forward 6 78,330 3,800 82,130 73,452

*This transfer is subject to the approval of Members at the AGM on 13 February 2020

Balance Sheet as at 31 October 2019 2019 2019 2018
note £ £ £

Assets 

Cups and trophies 15,000 15,000

Bank balances 66,912 57,186

Stock 1,243 927

Debtors / Prepayments 4 713 970
 less: Creditors 5 -1,738 -631

Net Assets 82,130 73,452
Reserves

Unrestricted
General 6 35,033 35,033
Replacement 6 28,060 20,322
Youth 6 237 297
Revaluation 6 15,000 15,000

78,330 70,652
Restricted

Community 6 3,800 2,800
Total Funds 82,130 73,452

The Notes form part of these Financial Statements
The Financial Statements were approved by the Board of Trustees on 16 January 2020 and signed on its behalf by:
Neil S Sutherland Alex Donald
Chair Treasurer 6



Abernethy Highland Games Association
     Notes to the Financial Statements for the year ended 31st October 2019

1 Accounting policies

Accounting convention and compliance

The Financial Statements have been prepared on an accruals basis, under the historical cost convention, and in
accordance with the terms of the Charities and Trustee Investment (Scotland) Act 2005, the Charities Accounts
(Scotland) Regulations 2006, and Reporting by Charities: Statement of Recommended Practice issued in 2005
(updated in 2008).
Donations and sponsorship

Donations and sponsorship received in the form of goods and services are included in income and expenditure at an
estimated value. The value of raffle prizes, all of which are donated, is not reflected.
Tangible fixed assets and depreciation

The cost of tangible fixed assets (the games shed, marquees, tents, dancing boards, signage, tables, seating, athletic
and other equipment) has been fully depreciated. Any additional such expenditure is reflected as a cost when it is incurred.
Cups and trophies, which have an estimated value of £15,000, are kept in a good state of repair and are not depreciated.
Stock

Stock is valued at the lower of cost and realisable value.

2 Incoming resources from charitable activities

2019 2018
£ £

Gate receipts 21,694 20,566
Highland dancing entry fees 534 555
Stand rentals 3,495 3,495
Programme sales and advertising 1,523 1,321

27,246 25,937

3A Resources expended on charitable activities - Unrestricted

2019 2018
£ £

Event costs 13,004 13,825
Advertising/marketing/website 924 1,336
Catering/hospitality 910 757
Field set-up and dismantle 85 56
PA System 672 600
Portable toilets 1,344 1,344
Field and car parks 1,397 441
Station transport 120 120
Ambulance 375 375
Refuse 162 162
Safety testing 50 50
Gift for Chieftain 115 149
Printing/stationery/postage 517 127
Repairs and small items 750 456
Licences/insurances/subscriptions 818 807
Trustee meetings 144 180
Independent Examiner 20 30
Sub-Total 21,406 20,815
Equipment additions and renewals 460 3,166
Junior heavies initiative 60 150

21,926 24,131

3B Resources expended on charitable activities - Restricted

2019 2018
£ £

Donations 500 0
500 0 7



Abernethy Highland Games Association
Notes to the Financial Statements for the year ended 31st October 2019 (continued)

4

2019 2018
£ £

Prepayments 391 535
Other debtors 322 435

713 970

5

2019 2018
£ £

Accrued charges 1,738 631
Other creditors 0 0

1738 631

6

Unrestricted Restricted

General Replacement Youth Revaluation Community Total

£ £ £ £ £ £

Funds brought forward 35,033 20,322 297 15,000 2,800 73,452
Appropriation of net incoming resources 9,698 -460 -60 -500 8,678
Transfers -9,698 8,198 1,500 0
Funds carried forward 35,033 28,060 237 15,000 3,800 82,130

The reserves reflect assets and liabilities as follows:
Unrestricted Restricted

General Replacement Youth Revaluation Community Total

£ £ £ £ £ £

        Cups and trophies 15,000 15,000
        Bank balances 34,815 28,060 237 3,800 66,912
        Stock 1,243 1,243
        Debtors 713 713
        Creditors -1,738 -1,738

35,033 28,060 237 15,000 3,800 82,130

The General Reserve is intended to enable AHGA to withstand the financial effect of 2 to 3 years of adverse weather on 
Games Day.
The Replacement Reserve is for investment in facilities and equipment: the aim is to build a reserve for the replacement of
fixed assets (the games shed, marquees, tents, dancing boards, signage, tables, seating, athletic and other equipment) 
as required.
The Youth Reserve is earmarked for initiatives to encourage youngsters in the Highland tradition of competing in Heavy 
Events.
The Revaluation Reserve reflects the estimated value of AHGA's cups and trophies.
The Community Reserve, allocations to which require the approval of AHGA's members, can be used only for any of the
purposes set out in the third sub-paragraph of Charitable Purposes on page 2. Disbursement of funds from the Community
Reserve is at the discretion of the Board. 

7 No Trustee received any remuneration or expenses in the year to 31st October 2019.
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Abernethy Highland Games Association
            Independent Examiner's report to the Trustees of Abernethy Highland Games Association

I report on the Financial Statements of Abernethy Highland Games Association ("AHGA") for the year ended
31st October 2019 which are set out on pages 6 to 8.

Respective responsibilities of trustees and independent examiner

The Trustees are responsible for the preparation of the Financial Statements in accordance with the terms of the Charities
and Trustee Investment (Scotland) Act 2005 and the Charities Accounts (Scotland) Regulations 2006. The Trustees
consider that the audit requirement of Regulation 10(1) (a) to (c) of the 2006 Accounts Regulations does not apply.

It is my responsibility to examine the Financial Statements as required under section 44(1) (c) of the Act and to state 
whether particular matters have come to my attention.

Basis of independent examiner’s statement

Independent examiner’s statement

In the course of my examination, no matter has come to my attention:

1) which gives me reasonable cause to believe that in any material respect the requirements:
-  to keep accounting records in accordance with Section 44(1) (a) of the 2005 Act and Regulation 4 of the 2006
Accounts Regulations, and

-  to prepare Financial Statements which accord with the accounting records and comply with Regulation 8 of the 2006
Accounts Regulations

   have not been met, or

2) to which, in my opinion, attention should be drawn in order to enable a proper understanding of the Financial Statements
to be reached.

Malcolm J R McCreath
Chartered Accountant (Institute of Chartered Accountants of Scotland)
Ardavon Lodge
Nethy Bridge
PH25 3DR

18th January 2020

9

My examination is carried out in accordance with Regulation 11 of the Charities Accounts (Scotland) Regulations 
2006. An examination includes a review of the accounting records kept by the charity and a comparison of the 
accounts presented with those records. It also includes consideration of any unusual items or disclosures in the 
accounts and seeks explanations from the trustees concerning any such matters. The procedures undertaken do not 
provide all the evidence that would be required in an audit and, consequently, I do not express an audit opinion on 
the accounts.


